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apparatus and method thereof are provided. The terminal
apparatus includes an IR receiving unit configured to receive
an IR signal including first identification information of an
external apparatus from the external apparatus, a radio fre-
quency (RF) communication unit configured to perform wire-
less communication with the external apparatus which trans-
mit the IR signal including the first identification information,
a storage unit configured to store a pairing list including
identification information of at least one external apparatus,
and a control unit configured to control the RF communica-
tion unit to perform pairing for wireless communication with
the external apparatus according to whether or not identifica-
tion information of at least one external apparatus in the
pairing list corresponds to the received first identification
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TERMINAL APPARATUS FOR AUTO
PAIRING, REMOTE CONTROL APPARATUS
AND METHOD THEREOF

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority from Korean Patent Appli-
cation No. 10-2011-0123235, filed on Nov. 23, 2011, in the
Korean Intellectual Property Office, the disclosure of which is
incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

Apparatuses and methods consistent with exemplary
embodiments relate to technology for wireless communica-
tion between apparatuses, and more particularly, to a terminal
apparatus for auto pairing and a remote control apparatus and
method thereof which perform auto pairing for wireless com-
munication between the remote control apparatus and a ter-
minal apparatus.

2. Description of the Related Art

In general, Bluetooth is a wireless interface standard for
enabling wireless communication between terminal appara-
tuses which are around about 10 m to about 100 m apart. To
perform Bluetooth communication between the terminal
apparatuses, a user should directly perform pairing for Blue-
tooth communication between the terminal apparatuses.

However, some users are not familiar with how to config-
ure their terminal apparatuses. For example, elderly and/or
child users of mobile Bluetooth communication apparatuses,
may not be not familiar with how to configure a pairing setting
for Bluetooth communication between terminal apparatuses.
In addition, the users cannot perform Bluetooth communica-
tion between the terminal apparatuses due to lack of knowl-
edge for Bluetooth communication, and thus users do not use
Bluetooth devices with their own terminal apparatuses.

In addition, even when the users are familiar a pairing
setting method for Bluetooth communication between termi-
nal apparatuses, users may not correctly select their desired
terminals among peripheral terminals searched through their
own terminal apparatuses or users may input a wrong per-
sonal identification number (PIN) code and fail to perform
pairing with their selected terminals. Therefore, there exists a
problem among users that are not familiar with a pairing
setting method or input wrong information for pairing setting
that a lot of time and effort is spent configuring the settings for
pairing for Bluetooth communication between the terminal
apparatuses.

SUMMARY

One or more exemplary embodiments address the above
disadvantages and other disadvantages not described above.
However, it is understood that one or more exemplary
embodiments are not required to overcome the disadvantages
described above, and may not overcome any of the problems
described above.

One or more exemplary embodiments relate to automati-
cally perform pairing for wireless communication between a
terminal apparatus capable of performing infrared (IR) com-
munication and wireless communication and a remote control
apparatus without a separate manipulation.

According to an aspect of an exemplary embodiment, a
terminal apparatus includes: an IR receiving unit configured
to receive an IR signal including first identification informa-
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tion of an external apparatus from the external apparatus; a
radio frequency (RF) communication unit configured to per-
form wireless communication with the external apparatus
which transmits the IR signal including the first identification
information; a storage unit configured to store a pairing list
including identification information of at least one external
apparatus; and a control unit configured to control the RF
communication unit to perform pairing for wireless commu-
nication with the external apparatus according to whether or
not identification information of at least one external appara-
tus in the pairing list corresponds to the received first identi-
fication information.

The control unit may include a communication control unit
configured to control the RF communication unit to perform
reconnection with the external apparatus corresponding to the
received first identification information when the received
first identification information corresponds to identification
information of at least one external apparatus in the pairing
list.

The control unit may further include a peripheral apparatus
searching unit configured to transmit an identification infor-
mation request message for searching wirelessly communi-
cable peripheral external apparatuses when the received first
identification information does not correspond to identifica-
tion information of at least one external apparatus in the
pairing list and an identification information checking unit
configured to check whether or not identification information
included in a response message received from the searched
external apparatus corresponds to the first identification
information received from the external apparatus. The com-
munication control unit may control the RF communication
unit to perform the pairing when the first identification infor-
mation corresponds to the second identification information.

The response message may include pairing setting infor-
mation and the communication control unit may control the
RF communication unit to perform the pairing according to
the pairing setting information.

The control unit may further include a user command
executing unit configured to execute an operation of the ter-
minal apparatus related to received user command informa-
tion when the user command information is received from the
paired external apparatus through the RF communication unit
in a radio frequency (RF) communication manner other than
an IR communication manner.

The control unit may further include a power control unit
configured to control a power of the terminal apparatus to turn
on according to the IR signal received from the external
apparatus through the IR receiving unit.

The first identification information may be Bluetooth
address information of the external apparatus.

According to an aspect of another exemplary embodiment,
a remote control apparatus which controls an operation of a
terminal apparatus includes: an IR transmitting unit config-
ured to transmit an IR signal including identification infor-
mation of the remote control apparatus to a terminal appara-
tus; an RF communication unit configured to perform pairing
or reconnection for wireless communication with the termi-
nal apparatus when request information for reconnection or
pairing from the terminal apparatus is received; and a control
unit configured to perform communication with the terminal
apparatus using the RF communication unit when the pairing
or reconnection is performed.

The remote control apparatus may further include a storage
unit configured to store pairing history information. The con-
trol unit may include a pairing history updating unit config-
ured to store pairing history information of the remote control
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apparatus paired with the terminal apparatus in the storage
unit when the remote control apparatus is paired with the
terminal apparatus.

The control unit may control the IR transmitting unit to
transmit the IR signal including the identification information
to the terminal apparatus with reference to the pairing history
information according to whether the pairing performing his-
tory of the remote control apparatus with the terminal appa-
ratus is present in the pairing performing history information.

The control unit may, when an identification information
request message is received from at least one other terminal
apparatus through the RF communication unit, control the RF
communication unit to transmit a response message including
the identification information from the at least one other
terminal apparatus.

The response message may include pairing setting infor-
mation used in a pairing setting procedure with the terminal
apparatus.

The IR signal may include a command for controlling a
power of the terminal apparatus to turn on.

According to an aspect of another exemplary embodiment,
a method of performing pairing for wireless communication
with an external apparatus in a terminal apparatus includes:
receiving a second IR signal including first identification
information of an external apparatus from the external appa-
ratus; checking whether or not pairing list information corre-
sponding to the received first identification information cor-
responds to identification information of at least one external
apparatus in the a pairing list that is stored in a storage unit;
and performing reconnection with the external apparatus cor-
responding to the first identification information when the
identification information of the at least one external appara-
tus in the pairing list corresponds to the received first identi-
fication information.

The method may further include controlling a power of the
terminal apparatus to turn on according to a first IR signal
received before the second IR signal including the first iden-
tification information.

The method may further include transmitting an identifi-
cation information request message for searching wirelessly
communicable peripheral external apparatuses when the
identification information of the at least one external appara-
tus in the pairing list information does not correspond to the
received first identification information; receiving a response
message corresponding to the identification information
request message from an external apparatus which receives
the identification information request message; checking
whether or not second identification information included in
the received response message corresponds to the first iden-
tification information received from the external apparatus;
and in response to the second identification information
included in the received response message which corresponds
to the first identification information received from the exter-
nal apparatus, performing pairing with the external apparatus
that corresponds to the first identification information by
using pairing setting information included in the response
message.

The method may further include: when user command
information is received from the paired external apparatus in
a RF communication manner other than the IR communica-
tion manner, executing an operation of a terminal apparatus
related to the received user command information.

The first identification information may be Bluetooth
address information of the external apparatus.

According to an aspect of another exemplary embodiment,
amethod of performing pairing for RF communication with a
terminal apparatus in a remote control apparatus includes:
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transmitting an IR signal including identification information
of a remote control apparatus to a terminal apparatus; per-
forming pairing or reconnection with the terminal apparatus
when request information for pairing or reconnection is
received from the terminal apparatus in response to the trans-
mitting an infrared (IR) signal including identification infor-
mation of a remote control apparatus to a terminal apparatus;
and performing RF communication with the terminal appa-
ratus when the pairing or reconnection is performed.

The method may further include storing pairing history
information of the remote control apparatus paired with the
terminal apparatus in a storage unit when the remote control
apparatus is paired with the terminal apparatus.

The transmitting the IR signal to the terminal apparatus
may include transmitting the IR signal including the identi-
fication information of the remote control apparatus to the
terminal apparatus with reference to the pairing history infor-
mation when the pairing performing history of the remote
control apparatus with the terminal apparatus is present in the
storage unit.

The method may further include transmitting a response
message including the identification information to the ter-
minal in response to an identification information request
message being received from the terminal apparatus in a RF
communication manner.

The response message may include pairing setting infor-
mation used in a pairing setting procedure with the terminal
apparatus.

The IR signal may include a command for controlling a
power of the terminal apparatus to turn on.

The identification information may be Bluetooth address
information.

Accordingly, a terminal apparatus for auto pairing and a
remote control apparatus and method thereof can automati-
cally perform pairing for RF communication between a ter-
minal apparatus which can perform IR communication and
RF communication such as Bluetooth and the remote control
apparatus without separate manipulations. Therefore, a pro-
cess of selecting an apparatus to be paired, inputting a PIN
code, and the like can be omitted so that a pairing time
between apparatuses can be shortened. In addition, users who
are not familiar with a pairing setting method can use RF
communication such as Bluetooth with ease and conve-
nience.

Additional aspects and advantages of the exemplary
embodiments will be set forth in the detailed description, will
be obvious from the detailed description, or may be learned
by practicing the exemplary embodiments.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING
FIGURES

The above and/or other aspects will be more apparent by
describing in detail exemplary embodiments, with reference
to the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a sequence diagram illustrating a general pairing
method for Bluetooth communication between terminal
apparatuses;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a terminal apparatus
which performs pairing or reconnection for wireless commu-
nication with an external apparatus according to an exem-
plary embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a remote control
apparatus which controls an operation of a terminal apparatus
according to an exemplary embodiment;
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FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating a method of performing
pairing or reconnection for RF communication with an exter-
nal apparatus in a terminal apparatus according to an exem-
plary embodiment;

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating a method of searching a
peripheral external apparatus and recognizing an external
apparatus which transmits an IR signal in a terminal appara-
tus according to an exemplary embodiment; and

FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating a method of performing
RF communication with a terminal apparatus in a remote
control apparatus according to an exemplary embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, exemplary embodiments will be described in
more detail with reference to the accompanying drawings.

In the following description, same reference numerals are
used for the same elements when they are depicted in differ-
ent drawings. The matters defined in the description, such as
detailed construction and elements, are provided to assistin a
comprehensive understanding of the exemplary embodi-
ments. Thus, it is apparent that the exemplary embodiments
can be carried out without those specifically defined matters.
Also, functions or elements known in the related art are not
described in detail since they would obscure the exemplary
embodiments with unnecessary detail.

FIG. 1 is a sequence diagram illustrating a general pairing
method for Bluetooth communication between terminal
apparatuses.

Referring to FIG. 1, the following procedure may be per-
formed to pair terminal apparatuses which can perform IR
communication so that Bluetooth communication may be
used between the terminal apparatuses. First, according to a
power control command of a user, a first terminal apparatus
(hereinafter, referred to as a remote controller) transmits
power control command information to a second side termi-
nal apparatus through an IR transmitting unit (S101). Here,
the terminal apparatus which receives the power control com-
mand information through the IR transmitting unit of the
remote controller is a terminal apparatus which can receive IR
and may be a display apparatus such as a television.

The terminal apparatus receives the power control com-
mand information and controls a power thereof to turn on
according to the received power control command informa-
tion (S102). Further, the remote controller which transmits
the power control command information through the IR trans-
mitting unit to the terminal apparatus searches peripheral
terminal apparatuses which can perform Bluetooth commu-
nication in a predetermined range around the remote control-
ler (S103). When the peripheral terminal apparatuses are
searched, the remote controller displays a list of the searched
peripheral terminal apparatuses on a screen (S104). Next, the
remote controller receives selection command information of
one of the peripheral terminal apparatuses displayed on the
screen from the user (S105). Here, the peripheral terminal
apparatus selected by the user may be the terminal apparatus
which first transmits the power control command information
through the IR transmitting unit.

When the selection command information for the terminal
apparatus, which transmits the power control command infor-
mation among the peripheral terminal apparatuses displayed
on the screen, is received, the remote controller requests
pairing to a corresponding terminal apparatus (S106). The
terminal apparatus, which receives pairing request informa-
tion from the remote controller, transmits PIN code request
information to the remote controller to perform pairing with
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the remote controller (S107). Accordingly, the remote con-
troller receives a PIN code from the user and transmits the
received PIN code to the terminal apparatus which transmits
the PIN code request information (S108, S109). The terminal
apparatus which receives the PIN code from the remote con-
troller checks whether or not its own PIN code stored therein
is identical with the received PIN code (S110). When it is
determined that the received PIN code is not identical with its
own PIN code in step S110, the terminal apparatus requests a
PIN code to the remote controller again. When it is deter-
mined that the received PIN code is identical with its own PIN
code in step S110, the terminal apparatus performs pairing
with the remote controller. Therefore, the pairing between the
terminal apparatus and the remote controller is completed
(S111) so that Bluetooth communication between the remote
controller and the terminal apparatus becomes possible. In the
pairing setting method in the related art, the case where the
user does not select the terminal which receives the power
control command information, but selects another peripheral
terminal apparatus in step (S105), or the case where a PIN
code is wrongly input and thus the pairing between the remote
controller and the terminal apparatus should be performed
again often occurs.

In other words, in the pairing setting method between the
terminal apparatuses in the related art, when the user is not
familiar with the pairing setting method for Bluetooth com-
munication or the user inputs wrong information in a pairing
setting procedure, the pairing setting should be performed
again and thus there is a lot of time and difficulty in setting the
pairing for Bluetooth communication between the terminal
apparatuses.

Until now, the pairing setting method for Bluetooth com-
munication between the terminal apparatuses in the related
art has been described. Hereinafter, a pairing setting method
between terminal apparatuses according to an exemplary
embodiment will be described in detail with reference to
FIGS. 2 to 6.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a terminal apparatus which
performs pairing or reconnection for wireless communication
with an external apparatus according to an exemplary
embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 2, the terminal apparatus includes an IR
receiving unit 210, a communication unit 220, a storage unit
230, and a control unit 240.

The IR receiving unit 210 receives an IR signal including
first identification information of a wirelessly communicable
external apparatus from the external apparatus. Here, termi-
nal apparatus is a terminal apparatus which can perform radio
frequency (RF) communication such as Bluetooth and IR
communication and for example, may be a display apparatus.
However, the inventive concept is not limited thereto and the
terminal apparatus may perform data communication with an
external apparatus in a wireless fidelity (Wi-Fi), short-dis-
tance communication such as near field communication
(NFC), or an IR communication manner. The external appa-
ratus is an apparatus which can perform RF communication
or IR communication like the terminal apparatus and for
example, may be a remote controller. The first identification
information may be address information related to wireless
communication of the external apparatus and according to an
exemplary embodiment, the first identification information
may be Bluetooth address (BD).

When the IR signal including the first identification infor-
mation of the external apparatus is received from the IR
receiving unit 210, the communication unit 220 performs RF
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communication with the external apparatus which transmits
the IR signal according to a control command of the control
unit 240.

The control unit 240 controls the communication unit 220
to perform pairing for RF communication with a correspond-
ing external apparatus according to whether or not a pairing
list related to the first identification information received from
the external apparatus through the IR receiving unit 210 is
stored. The control unit 240 may accomplish the pairing
through a communication control unit 241. Specifically, the
communication unit 241 checks whether or not the first iden-
tification information included in the IR signal is pre-stored in
the storage unit 230 with reference to the pairing list including
identification information of a plurality of external appara-
tuses stored in the storage unit 230.

When it is determined from a checking result that the first
identification information is stored in the storage unit 230, the
communication control unit 241 controls the communication
unit 220 to perform reconnection with the external apparatus
which transmits the IR signal using the pairing list for the first
identification information stored in the storage unit 230.
When it is determined from the checking result that the first
identification information is not stored in the storage unit 230,
the control unit 240 may control to search the peripheral
external apparatuses and to automatically perform pairing
with the external apparatus which transmits the IR signal
including the first identification information. The control unit
240 may accomplish the above-described operation through a
peripheral apparatus searching unit 242 and an identification
information checking unit 243.

The peripheral apparatus searching unit 242 transmits an
identification information request message for searching
external apparatuses which can perform RF communication
through the communication unit 220 around the terminal
apparatus when the first identification information included
inthe IR signal is not stored in the storage unit 230. According
to exemplary embodiments, to search a peripheral external
apparatus which can perform RF communication with the
terminal apparatus, the peripheral apparatus searching unit
242 transmits an inquiry message which is the identification
information request information to the peripheral external
apparatus in a broadcasting manner through the communica-
tionunit 220. The external apparatus which receives the iden-
tification information request message transmits a response
message to the terminal apparatus which transmits the iden-
tification information request message in an RF communica-
tion manner. According to exemplary embodiments, the
peripheral external apparatus which receives the identifica-
tion information request message may transmit the response
message in a Bluetooth communication manner.

Here, the response message may include second identifi-
cation information of the external apparatus and pairing set-
ting information. According to an aspect of an exemplary
embodiment, the second identification information included
in the response message may be BD_ADDR and the pairing
setting information may be Num_responses, Page Scan_
Repetiotion_Mode, Reserved, Class_of_Device, Clock_ Oft-
set, or RSS.

When the response message is received from the peripheral
external apparatus, the identification information checking
unit 243 checks whether or not the second identification infor-
mation included in the received response message corre-
sponds to the first identification information of the external
apparatus which transmitted the IR signal. When the response
message with second identification information is corre-
sponds with the first identification information according to a
checking result, the peripheral apparatus searching unit 242
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completes an operation of searching the peripheral external
apparatuses. Simultaneously, the communication unit 241
controls the communication unit 220 to allow the terminal
apparatus to be paired with the external apparatus which
transmits the IR signal using the pairing setting information
included in the response message which corresponds to the
first identification information received from the external
apparatus through the identification information checking
unit 243. Therefore, the communication unit 220 performs
the pairing with the external apparatus which transmits the IR
signal using the pairing setting information included in the
response message.

Additionally, the communication unit 241 stores the sec-
ond identification information and the pairing setting infor-
mation included in the response message which corresponds
to the first identification information in the storage unit 230.
Therefore, when an IR signal is received from a correspond-
ing external apparatus at a later time, the communication
control unit 241 may control the communication unit 220 to
allow the terminal apparatus be reconnected to the corre-
sponding external apparatus without searching peripheral
external apparatuses.

According to another aspect of an exemplary embodiment,
the control unit 240 includes a power control unit 245. The
power control unit 245 controls the power of the terminal
apparatus to turn on according to the IR signal received from
the external apparatus through the IR receiving unit 210.
Specifically, before the external apparatus transmits the IR
signal including the first identification information to the
terminal apparatus, the external apparatus transmits the IR
signal for the power control command to turn on the power of
the terminal apparatus. Thereby, the power control unit 245
controls the power of the terminal apparatus to turn on
according to the IR signal for the power control command
received through the IR receiving unit 210.

Thus, when the IR signal including the first identification
information of a corresponding external apparatus is received
from the corresponding external apparatus at a state that the
power of the terminal apparatus turns on as described above,
the terminal apparatus performs the pairing for RF commu-
nication with the external apparatus which transmits the IR
signal including the first identification information.

According to another aspect of an exemplary embodiment,
the control unit 240 includes a user command executing unit
244. Specifically, user command information is received from
the external apparatus through the communication unit 220 in
an RF communication manner such as Bluetooth; the user
command executing unit 244 executes an operation of the
terminal apparatus related to the received user command
information.

Until now, the operation for each component of the termi-
nal apparatus which automatically performs the pairing or
reconnection for RF communication with the external appa-
ratus has been described in detail. Hereinafter, each compo-
nent of a remote control apparatus which controls an opera-
tion of the terminal apparatus will be described in detail.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a remote control apparatus
which controls an operation of a terminal apparatus according
to an exemplary embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 3, the remote control apparatus is a
control apparatus configured to control an operation of the
terminal apparatus and may be, for example, a remote con-
troller. The remote control apparatus includes an IR transmit-
ting unit 310, an RF communication unit 320, and a control
unit 330. The IR transmitting unit 310 transmits an IR signal
including identification information of the remote control
apparatus to the terminal apparatus. When request informa-
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tion for reconnection or pairing is received from the terminal
apparatus, the RF communication unit 320 performs pairing
or reconnection for RF communication such as Bluetooth
with a corresponding terminal apparatus. That is, when the
pairing request information is received from the terminal
apparatus, the RF communication unit 320 performs the pair-
ing with the terminal apparatus which transmits the pairing
request information. Further, when the reconnection request
information is received from the terminal apparatus, the RF
communication unit 320 performs the reconnection for RF
communication with the terminal apparatus which transmits
the reconnection request information.

When the pairing with a corresponding terminal apparatus
is performed, the control unit 330 controls the remote control
apparatus to perform wireless communication with the paired
terminal apparatus through the RF communication unit 320.

The identification information transmitted to the terminal
apparatus through the IR transmitting unit 310 may be Blue-
tooth address information. According to an exemplary
embodiment, operation command information including
power control command information is received from a user
through a user input unit 360, the control unit 330 checks
whether or not pairing performing history with the terminal
apparatus, which transmits the IR signal including operation
command information, is present with reference to pre-stored
paring history information with a plurality of terminal appa-
ratuses. When it is determined from a checking that the pair-
ing performing history with a corresponding terminal appa-
ratus is not present, the control unit 330 controls the IR
transmitting unit 310 to transmit the operation command
information according to a user’s command and the IR signal
including the identification information of the remote control
apparatus. Thus, the IR transmitting unit may transmit the
operation command information according to the user’s com-
mand and the IR signal including the identification informa-
tion of the remote control apparatus to the corresponding
terminal apparatus.

According to another aspect of an exemplary embodiment,
the IR transmitting unit 310 may transmit the IR signal
including identification information of the remote control
apparatus to the terminal apparatus after a point of time when
the power control command information is input from a user
through the user input unit 360. Specifically, when the power
control command information is input from the user through
the user input unit 360, the IR transmitting unit 310 transmits
the IR signal for the power control command information to
the terminal apparatus. Then, the IR transmitting unit 310
may transmit the IR signal including the identification infor-
mation of the remote control apparatus to the terminal appa-
ratus.

According to another aspect of an exemplary embodiment,
when power control command information is input from the
user through the user input unit 360, the IR transmitting unit
310 may transmit the power control command information
and the IR signal including the identification information of
the remote control apparatus to the terminal apparatus.

The control unit 330 configured to control the remote con-
trol apparatus to perform RF communication with the paired
terminal apparatus through the RF communication unit 320
include a pairing history updating unit 331. When the pairing
with a corresponding terminal apparatus is made, the pairing
history updating unit 331 updates pairing history information
for pairing with the corresponding terminal apparatus in a
storage unit 340. Here, the storage unit 340 stores the pairing
history information paired for RF communication with at
least one terminal apparatus. Therefore, when the pairing
with the terminal is made, the pairing history updating unit
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331 adds and stores pairing history information of a corre-
sponding terminal apparatus stored in the storage unit 340.

Further, when an inquiry message which is a broadcasted
identification information request message, that is received
from at least one other terminal apparatus among other
peripheral terminal apparatuses through the RF communica-
tion unit 320, the control unit 330 controls the RF communi-
cation unit 320 to transmit a response message to the other
terminal apparatus which transmits the inquiry message as
the identification information request message. Thereby, the
RF communication unit 320 transmits the response message
including identification information of a remote control appa-
ratus and pairing setting information used in a pairing setting
procedure with the terminal apparatus to the terminal appa-
ratus which transmits the inquiry message as the identifica-
tion information request message. According to an aspect of
an exemplary embodiment, the identification information
included in the response message may be BD_ADDR. The
pairing setting information may be Num_responses, Page_S-
can_Repetiotion_Mode, Reserved, Class_of_Device, Clock_
Offset, or RSS.

The remote control apparatus according to an aspect of an
exemplary embodiment performs pairing or reconnection for
RF communication with a corresponding terminal apparatus
according to the request information for pairing or reconnec-
tion received from the terminal apparatus so that the pairing
or reconnection for RF communication with a corresponding
apparatuses is performed and thus the pairing or reconnection
between the apparatuses can be made rapidly and accurately.

When user command information is input through the user
input unit 360 at a state that the pairing between the remote
control apparatus and the terminal apparatus is made, the
remote control apparatus transmits control command infor-
mation related to the input user command information to the
terminal apparatus through the RF communication unit 320.
Therefore, the terminal apparatus which receives the control
command information may perform an operation correspond-
ing to the received control command information. For
example, when the user cannot watch an image displayed in
the terminal apparatus, the user requests an image being
displayed in the terminal apparatus through the remote con-
trol apparatus. When the image signal request information is
input, the remote control apparatus transmits the received
image signal request information through RF communication
such as Bluetooth to the terminal apparatus. The terminal
apparatus which receives the image signal request informa-
tion from the remote control apparatus transmits an image
signal for the requested image to the remote control appara-
tus. Therefore, the remote control apparatus displays an
image related to the image signal received from the terminal
apparatus on a screen through a display unit 350 so that the
user can use the image displayed in the terminal apparatus
through the remote control apparatus.

Until now, the operation of each component of the terminal
apparatus and the remote control apparatus which perform
pairing for RF communication such as Bluetooth has been
described in detail. Hereinafter, a method of performing pair-
ing or reconnection for RF communication with an external
apparatus in a terminal apparatus will be described in detail.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating a method of performing
pairing or reconnection for RF communication with an exter-
nal apparatus in a terminal apparatus.

As shown in FIG. 4, a terminal apparatus receives an IR
signal including first identification information of an external
apparatus from the external apparatus (S410).

Here, the terminal apparatus is a terminal apparatus which
can perform RF communication such as Bluetooth and IR
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communication. The external apparatus is an apparatus which
can perform RF communication and IR communication like
the terminal apparatus and for example, may be a remote
controller.

The first identification information of the external appara-
tus is address information related to NFC of the external
apparatus and according to an aspect of an exemplary
embodiment, the first identification information may be Blue-
tooth address information. Before the terminal apparatus
receives the IR signal including the first identification infor-
mation of the external apparatus, the terminal apparatus
receives an IR signal for a power control command from a
corresponding external apparatus. Thereby, the terminal
apparatus controls the power of the terminal apparatus to turn
on according to the received IR signal for the power control
command. However, the exemplary embodiments are not
limited thereto and the terminal apparatus may receive an IR
signal including first identification information of an external
apparatus and power control command information from the
external apparatus.

The terminal apparatus in which the power turns on accord-
ing to the IR signal for the power control command informa-
tion checks whether or not the first identification information
of the external apparatus is stored in a storage unit (S420).
Here, the storage unit stores a pairing list including identifi-
cation information of a plurality of paired external appara-
tuses. Therefore, the terminal apparatus checks whether or
not a pairing list related to the first identification information
of the external apparatus with reference to the pairing list
stored in the storage unit and generates a checking result.

When it is determined from the checking result that the
pairing list related to the first identification information of the
external apparatus is stored in the storage unit, the terminal
apparatus performs reconnection for RF communication
using the pairing list related to the first identification infor-
mation without pairing with the external apparatus which
transmits the IR signal including the first identification infor-
mation (S430). Further, when it is determined from the check-
ing result that the first identification information included in
the power control command information is not stored in the
storage unit, the terminal apparatus searches peripheral exter-
nal apparatuses and performs pairing with the external appa-
ratus which transmits the first identification information of
the external apparatus (S440). A method of searching the
peripheral external apparatuses and recognizing the external
apparatus which transmits the power control command infor-
mation by the terminal apparatus will be described in detail
with reference to FIG. 5.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating a method of searching
peripheral external apparatuses and recognizing an external
apparatus which transmits an IR signal in a terminal appara-
tus.

As shown in FIG. 5, when it is determined that first iden-
tification information of an external apparatus is not stored in
a storage unit, the terminal apparatus, which transmits an
identification information request message to search a periph-
eral external apparatus that can perform RF communication
in a preset range, in a broadcasting manner to peripheral
apparatuses (S510). According to an aspect of an exemplary
embodiment, the terminal apparatus transmits an inquiry
message as an identification information request message to
the peripheral external apparatuses in a broadcasting manner
to search the peripheral external apparatuses which can per-
form RF communication. However, the exemplary embodi-
ments are not limited thereto and the terminal apparatus may
transmit the inquiry message as the identification information
request message to the peripheral external apparatuses to
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search the peripheral external apparatus which can perform
RF communication in another manner other than the broad-
casting manner.

Then, the terminal apparatus receives a response message
related to the identification information request message from
a peripheral external apparatus which receives the identifica-
tion information request message (S520). Here, the response
message may include second identification information of the
external apparatus and pairing setting information. When the
response message is received, the terminal apparatus checks
whether or not the second identification information included
in the received response message corresponds to the first
identification information included in the IR signal and
acquires a response message related to the first identification
information (S530). When the response message is acquired,
the terminal apparatus completes the search for the peripheral
external apparatuses and simultaneously requests pairing to
the external apparatus which transmits the IR signal using the
pairing setting information included in the acquired response
message (S540). Next, the terminal apparatus stores the first
identification information of the external apparatus which
transmits the IR signal and the pairing setting information in
the storage unit.

At a state that the pairing with a corresponding external
apparatus is made according to reconnection with the external
apparatus which transmits the IR signal including the first
identification information or pairing with a corresponding
external apparatus according to pairing setting as described
above, when user command information is received accord-
ing to a user’s command in an RF communication manner
from the paired external apparatus, the terminal apparatus
executes an operation of the terminal apparatus related to the
received user command information (S450). For example,
when image signal request information related to an image
displayed on a screen of the current terminal apparatus is
received from the paired external apparatus through RF com-
munication, the terminal apparatus may transmit the image
information related to the received image signal request infor-
mation to the external apparatus. Therefore, the user can
watch the image displayed in the terminal apparatus through
the external apparatus.

Until now, the method of performing pairing with the exter-
nal apparatus for RF communication with the external appa-
ratus in the terminal apparatus has been described in detail.
Hereinafter, a method of performing pairing for RF commu-
nication with a terminal apparatus by a remote control appa-
ratus according to an exemplary embodiment will be
described in detail.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating a method of performing
RF communication with a terminal apparatus in a remote
control apparatus according to an exemplary embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 6, the remote control apparatus is an
apparatus configured to control an operation of the terminal
apparatus and for example, may be an IR remote controller.
When one of input buttons such as a power input button is
pressed by a user, the remote control apparatus determines
whether or not pairing performing history with the terminal
apparatus is present with reference to pre-stored pairing his-
tory information. When it is determined that the pairing per-
forming history is not present, the remote control apparatus
transmit an IR signal including operation command informa-
tion related to the input button pressed by the user and iden-
tification information of the remote control apparatus (S610).
Here, the identification information may be Bluetooth
address information.

Alternatively, when the power input button is pressed by
the user, the remote control apparatus may transmits an IR
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signal including identification information of the remote con-
trol apparatus without performing separate searching on the
pairing performing history. According to an exemplary
embodiment, when the power input button is pressed by the
user, the remote control apparatus may transmit an IR signal
including the power control command information related to
the power input button and the identification information of
the remote control apparatus. Here, the power control com-
mand information is information for controlling the power of
the terminal apparatus to turn on.

According to another exemplary embodiment, when the
power control command is input, the remote control appara-
tus may transmit an IR signal for the power control command
to the terminal apparatus and then transmit an IR signal
including the identification information of the remote control
apparatus.

Next, when reconnection request information for RF com-
munication such as Bluetooth from the terminal apparatus
which transmits the identification information is received, the
remote control apparatus performs only reconnection with
the corresponding terminal apparatus without pairing and
thus RF communication with the terminal apparatus restarts
(8620 and S630). Further, when a broadcasted identification
information request message is received in at least one other
terminal apparatus, the remote control apparatus which trans-
mits the IR signal including the identification information
transmits a response message including identification infor-
mation of the remote control apparatus and pairing setting
information used in a pairing setting procedure with the ter-
minal apparatus to the terminal apparatus which transmits the
identification information request message through RF com-
munication (S640). When pairing request information is
received from the terminal apparatus which transmits the
response message, the remote control apparatus sets pairing
with a corresponding terminal apparatus (S650 and S660).
Therefore, the pairing for RF communication between the
remote control apparatus and the terminal apparatus is auto-
matically set.

When the pairing with the terminal apparatus which trans-
mits the request information for reconnection or pairing is
made, the remote control apparatus stores pairing history
information related to the pairing with the corresponding
terminal apparatus in a storage unit (S670).

When the pairing or reconnection with the terminal appa-
ratus which transmits the pairing request information is made,
the remote control apparatus performs RF communication
with the paired terminal apparatus (S680). Specifically, when
user command information is input from a user, the remote
control apparatus paired or reconnected with the terminal
apparatus transmits control command information related to
the user command information to the paired or reconnected
terminal apparatus through RF communication. Therefore,
the terminal apparatus which receives the control command
information can perform an operation corresponding to the
received control command information. For example, when
the user cannot hear an audio signal having a small sound
level output from the terminal apparatus, the user may request
audio output from the current terminal apparatus through the
remote control apparatus.

When the audio request information is input, the remote
control apparatus transmits the audio request information
input through RF communication to the terminal apparatus.
The terminal apparatus which receives the audio request
information from the remote control apparatus transmits an
audio signal related to the audio requested through RF com-
munication from the paired remote control apparatus. There-
fore, the remote control apparatus outputs the audio signal
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received from the terminal apparatus through a speaker.
Thereby, even when the user cannot hear the audio having a
small sound level output from the terminal apparatus, the user
can hear audio selected by the user through the remote control
apparatus.

While not restricted thereto, an exemplary embodiment
can be embodied as computer-readable code on a computer-
readable recording medium. The computer-readable record-
ing medium is any data storage device that can store data that
can be thereafter read by a computer system. Examples of the
computer-readable recording medium include read-only
memory (ROM), random-access memory (RAM),
CD-ROMs, magnetic tapes, floppy disks, and optical data
storage devices. The computer-readable recording medium
can also be distributed over network-coupled computer sys-
tems so that the computer-readable code is stored and
executed in a distributed fashion. Also, an exemplary embodi-
ment may be written as a computer program transmitted over
a computer-readable transmission medium, such as a carrier
wave, and received and implemented in general-use or spe-
cial-purpose digital computers that execute the programs.
Moreover, while not required in all aspects, one or more units
of the remote controller or terminal apparatus can include a
processor or microprocessor executing a computer program
stored in a computer-readable medium.

The foregoing exemplary embodiments and advantages are
merely exemplary and are not to be construed as limiting the
present inventive concept. The exemplary embodiments can
be readily applied to other types of apparatuses. Also, the
description of the exemplary embodiments is intended to be
illustrative, and not to limit the scope of the claims, and many
alternatives, modifications, and variations will be apparent to
those skilled in the art.

What is claimed is:

1. A terminal apparatus comprising:

an infrared (IR) receiver configured to receive an IR signal
including first identification information of an external
apparatus from the external apparatus;

a radio frequency (RF) communication unit configured to
perform wireless communication with the external
apparatus which transmits the IR signal including the
first identification information;

a storage unit configured to store a pairing list including
identification information of at least one external appa-
ratus; and

a control unit configured to control the RF communication
unit to perform pairing or reconnection for wireless
communication with the external apparatus according to
whether identification information of at least one exter-
nal apparatus in the pairing list corresponds to the
received first identification information, and

wherein the control unit includes a peripheral apparatus
searching unit configured to transmit an identification
information request message for searching wirelessly
communicable peripheral external apparatuses in
response to the received first identification information
not corresponding to identification information of at
least one external apparatus in the pairing list.

2. The terminal apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the control unit includes a communication control unit con-
figured to control the RF communication unit to perform
reconnection with the external apparatus corresponding to the
received first identification information when the received
first identification information corresponds to identification
information of at least one external apparatus in the pairing
list.
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3. The terminal apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein
the control unit further includes:

an identification information checking unit configured to
check whether second identification information
included in a response message received from the
searched external apparatus corresponds to the first
identification information received from the external
apparatus,

wherein the communication control unit controls the RF
communication unit to perform the pairing when the first
identification information corresponds to the second
identification information.

4. The terminal apparatus as claimed in claim 3, wherein

the response message includes pairing setting information,
the communication control unit controls the RF communi-
cation unit to perform the pairing according to the pair-
ing setting information.

5. The terminal apparatus as claimed in claim 3, wherein
the control unit further includes a user command executing
unit configured to execute an operation of the terminal appa-
ratus related to received user command information when the
user command information is received from the paired exter-
nal apparatus through the RF communication unit.

6. The terminal apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the control unit further includes a power control unit config-
ured to control a power of the terminal apparatus to turn on
according to the IR signal received from the external appara-
tus through the IR receiving unit.

7. The terminal apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the first identification information is Bluetooth address infor-
mation of the external apparatus.

8. A remote control apparatus which controls an operation
of a terminal apparatus, the remote control apparatus com-
prising:

an infrared (IR) transmitter configured to transmit an IR
signal including identification information of the remote
control apparatus to a terminal apparatus;

a radio frequency (RF) communication unit configured to
perform pairing or reconnection for wireless communi-
cation with the terminal apparatus when request infor-
mation for reconnection or pairing from the terminal
apparatus is received; and

a control unit configured to perform communication with
the terminal apparatus using the RF communication unit
when the pairing or reconnection is performed;

wherein the control unit controls the IR transmitter to
transmit the IR signal including the identification infor-
mation to the terminal apparatus with reference to a
pairing history information according to whether a pair-
ing history of the remote control apparatus with the
terminal apparatus is present in the pairing history infor-
mation, and

wherein the control unit is configured to receive an identi-
fication information request message in response to the
transmitted identification information not correspond-
ing to the identification information of the remote con-
trol apparatus in the pairing list.

9. The remote control apparatus as claimed in claim 8,

further comprising:

a storage unit configured to store the pairing history infor-
mation,

wherein the control unit includes a pairing history updating
unit configured to store the pairing history information
of the remote control apparatus paired with the terminal
apparatus in the storage unit when the remote control
apparatus is paired with the terminal apparatus.
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10. The remote control apparatus as claimed in claim 9,
wherein the control unit controls the IR transmitting unit to
transmit the IR signal including the identification information
to the terminal apparatus with reference to the pairing history
information according to whether the pairing performing his-
tory of the remote control apparatus with the terminal appa-
ratus is present in the pairing performing history information.

11. The remote control apparatus as claimed in claim 8,
wherein, when an identification information request message
is received from the terminal apparatus through the RF com-
munication unit, the control unit controls the RF communi-
cation unit to transmit a response message including the iden-
tification information from the terminal apparatus.

12. The remote control apparatus as claimed in claim 11,
wherein the response message includes pairing setting infor-
mation used in a pairing setting procedure with the terminal
apparatus.

13. The remote control apparatus as claimed in claim 11,
wherein the IR signal includes a command for controlling a
power of the terminal apparatus to turn on.

14. A method of performing pairing for wireless commu-
nication with an external apparatus in a terminal apparatus,
the method comprising:

receiving a first infrared (IR) signal including first identi-

fication information of an external apparatus from the
external apparatus;

checking whether pairing list information corresponding

to the received first identification information corre-
sponds to identification information of at least one exter-
nal apparatus in a pairing list that is stored in a storage
unit; and

performing reconnection with the external apparatus cor-

responding to the first identification information when
the identification information of the at least one external
apparatus in the pairing list corresponds to the received
first identification information; and

transmitting an identification information request message

for searching wirelessly communicable peripheral
external apparatuses in response to the identification
information of the at least one external apparatus in the
pairing list information corresponding to the received
first identification information.

15. The method as claimed in claim 14, further comprising
controlling a power of the terminal apparatus to turn on
according to a second IR signal received before the first IR
signal including the first identification information.

16. The method as claimed in claim 14, further comprising:

receiving a response message corresponding to the identi-

fication information request message from an external
apparatus which receives the identification information
request message;

checking whether second identification information

included in the received response message corresponds
to the first identification information received from the
external apparatus; and

in response to the second identification information

included in the received response message which corre-
sponds to the first identification information received
from the external apparatus, performing pairing with the
external apparatus that corresponds to the first identifi-
cation information by using pairing setting information
included in the response message.

17. The method as claimed in claim 16, further comprising
executing an operation of a terminal apparatus related to
received user command information, when the user command
information is received from the paired external apparatus in
a radio frequency (RF) communication manner.
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18. The method as claimed in claim 14, wherein the first
identification information is Bluetooth address information
of the external apparatus.

19. A method of performing pairing for radio frequency
(RF) communication with a terminal apparatus in a remote
control apparatus, the method comprising:

transmitting an infrared (IR ) signal including identification

information of a remote control apparatus to a terminal
apparatus;

receiving an identification information request message in

response to the transmitted identification information
not corresponding to identification information of the
remote control apparatus in a pairing list;

performing pairing or reconnection with the terminal appa-

ratus when request information for pairing or reconnec-
tion is received from the terminal apparatus in response
to the transmitting an infrared (IR) signal including
identification information of a remote control apparatus
to a terminal apparatus; and

performing radio frequency (RF) communication with the

terminal apparatus in response to the pairing or recon-
nection being performed.

20. The method as claimed in claim 19, further comprising
storing pairing history information of the remote control
apparatus paired with the terminal apparatus in a storage unit
when the remote control apparatus is paired with the terminal
apparatus.

21. The method as claimed in claim 20, wherein the trans-
mitting the IR signal to the terminal apparatus includes trans-
mitting the IR signal including the identification information
of'the remote control apparatus to the terminal apparatus with
reference to the pairing history information when pairing
history of the remote control apparatus with the terminal
apparatus is present in the storage unit.

22. The method as claimed in claim 19, further comprising:

transmitting a response message including the identifica-

tion information to the terminal in response to an iden-
tification information request message being received
from the terminal apparatus in a RF communication
manner.

23. The method as claimed in claim 22, wherein the
response message includes pairing setting information used
in a pairing setting procedure with the terminal apparatus.

24. The method as claimed in claim 22, wherein the IR
signal includes a command for controlling a power of the
terminal apparatus to turn on.

25. The method as claimed in claim 19, wherein the iden-
tification information is Bluetooth address information of a
remote control apparatus.

26. A method of performing pairing for radio frequency
(RF) communication with a terminal apparatus in a remote
control apparatus, the method comprising:
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transmitting an infrared (IR) signal including remote con-
trol apparatus identification information to the terminal
apparatus;

receiving an identification information request message in
response to the transmitted identification information
not corresponding to the identification information of
the remote control apparatus in a pairing list;

receiving a request for pairing or reconnection from the
terminal apparatus in response to the transmitting an IR
signal including remote control apparatus identification
information;

pairing or reconnecting with the terminal apparatus in
response to the receiving a request for pairing or recon-
necting from the terminal apparatus; and

performing radio frequency (RF) communication with the
terminal apparatus when the pairing or reconnecting is
performed.

27. A method of performing pairing for wireless commu-

nication with an external apparatus in a terminal apparatus,
the method comprising:

receiving an infrared (IR) signal including first external
apparatus identification information from the external
apparatus;

determining whether pairing list information correspond-
ing to the received first external apparatus identification
information is present in a pairing list; and

in response to determining first external apparatus identi-
fication information is present in the pairing list, per-
forming reconnection or pairing using a radio frequency
(RF) signal with the external apparatus corresponding to
the first external apparatus identification information
using the pairing list information; and

inresponse to determining the first external apparatus iden-
tification information is not present in the pairing list,
transmitting an RF signal identification information
request message to search wirelessly communicable
peripheral external apparatuses.

28. The method as claimed in claim 27, further comprising:

receiving a response message including second external
apparatus identification information from an external
apparatus which receives the RF signal identification
information request message;

determining whether or not second external apparatus
identification information corresponds to the first exter-
nal apparatus identification information received from
the external apparatus in the IR signal; and

in response to determining the second external apparatus
identification information included in the received
response message, pairing with the external apparatus
that corresponds to the first external apparatus identifi-
cation information.
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